
Dear  f r iends of  the Rede Unida!

     I t  i s  wi th  great  sat is fact ion that  we welcome each and every  one of  you to
the v i r tual  environment  of  the 16th Internat ional  Congress  of  the Rede Unida.
The new edi t ion of  our  t radi t ional  congress  wi l l  be  held  f rom Ju ly  31st  to
August  3rd,  2024 on the main campus of  the Federal  Univers i ty  of  Santa  Maria ,
in  R io  Grande do Sul .  The centra l  theme,  The thousand and one health of
the territories:  care,  good l iving,  freedom and democracy as  ethical
attributes of  education and work in the SUS takes  us  back to  the h istory  of
Associação Rede Unida.  From the Teaching Ass istance Integrat ion ( IDA)
projects ,  in  which the divers i f icat ion of  learning scenar ios  was const i tuted as  a
contact  s trategy  for  the tra in ing of  heal th  profess ionals  and technic ians  with
the terr i tor ies  and equipment  of  the publ ic  heal th  system,  to  the engender ing
in i t iat ives  of  democracy,  dur ing the per iod of  the 8th Nat ional  Heal th
Conference and the Const i tuent  Assembly ,  or  even in  the democrat ic
res istance of  more recent  years ,  where the suf focat ion of  l ives  was a
government  project ,  the Rede Unida was present .  I t  a lso  reminds us  of  the
relevance const i tut ional ly  at tr ibuted to  work for  the product ion of  heal th  in
terr i tor ies ,  no longer  just  as  a  heal th  o f  organs ,  but  encompassing other  heal th
that  are  very  re levant  for  the wel l -being of  people  and communit ies
everywhere.  Heal th  as  a  device  and resul t  of  democracy.

   This  is  how we interpret  the guidel ines  of  the Uni f ied Heal th  System (SUS) ,
which say  that  heal th  product ion is  carr ied out  in  a  decentra l i zed manner,  an
express ion that  te l ls  us  about  the meet ings  between management  and heal th
care workers  with  each user ;  capable  of  seeking integral i ty ,  which is  a
permanent  process  and not  a  f ixed state  and behaves  as  a  dr iv ing  idea to
generate  advances  and not  as  a  prescr ipt ion;  and with  soc ia l  part ic ipat ion,
which concerns  respect  for  the autonomy of  people  and communit ies  and
permanent  d ia logue with  their  knowledge and pract ices  in  the terr i tor ies .  To
achieve th is  heal th,  wi th  an ethica l  commitment  to  the l ives  of  each person,
we need to  act ivate  again  the encounter  between educat ion and heal th  as  an
invent ion,  as  soc ia l  and pol i t ica l  product ion,  as  a  developing technique,  as  l i ve
work  in  act ion  (a  not ion that  takes  us  back to  intense product ion by  the
beloved Emerson Merhy) ,  as  permanent  heal th  educat ion (and here we pay
tr ibute  to  R icardo Cecc im and Laura Feuerwerker) .



     For  th is  edi t ion of  our  Internat ional  Congress ,  i t  seems essent ia l  to  resume
and update the pedagogica l ,  technologica l  and c iv i l i zat ional  advances  that
open new hor izons for  democracy,  for  the heal th  of  each person and
community .  Retake and cont inue developing new approaches to  better  care  for
heal th  and terr i tor ies ,  wi thout  neglect ing  unique needs and without  g iv ing  up
advances  in  sc ience and technology.  In  the per iod of  c iv i l i zat ional  cr is is ,  which
we have recent ly  exper ienced,  we learned that  the denia l  of  sc ience is  based
on the denia l  of  l i fe  and that  d ia logue with  knowledge and pract ices  f rom each
locat ion,  on the contrary ,  s trengthens sc ience and the ethica l  work  of  heal th
product ion.  We a lso learned that  change in  heal th  tra in ing is  an
unpostponable  agenda,  which needs to  be strongly  rooted in  terr i tor ies  and
combined with  the best  pract ices  in  sc ience and technology  and respond to  the
socia l  and heal th  needs of  each locat ion.  That  mobi l i z ing  hearts  and minds,  as
is  the hal lmark of  our  VER-SUS Bras i l  in i t iat ives ,  i s  necessary  to  defend l ives ,
a l l  of  them,  in  each terr i tory .  Which means that  inc lus ion -  respect ing  and
val idat ing  our  ethnic ,  rac ia l ,  cu l tura l ,  sexual  and gender  ident i ty  d i f ferences,
and f inal ly ,  each person's  belonging to  a  cul tura l  and soc ia l  context  -  a lso
needs to  permanent ly  remake our  knowledge and our  pract ices .  The history  of
Rede Unida is  a lso  the ancestra l  context  that  feeds us  and which,  in  turn,  has
strong connect ions  with  the development  of  heal th  th inking and heal th
educat ion,  formed in  nat ional  and internat ional  networks,  for  more than 35
years .

     In  the year  of  our  internat ional  Congress ,  we wi l l  be  reaping the fru i ts  of
the resumption of  democracy,  the updat ing of  publ ic  pol ic ies  a imed at
producing equity  for  our  people,  the inc lus ion in  educat ion and heal th  of  our
young people  and adults ,  the SUS in i t iat ives  for  care  in  terr i tor ies  and
specia l i zed networks,  cont inuing educat ion as  a  s trategy  for  developing work
and heal th  educat ion,  prepar ing the 4th Nat ional  Conference on Work
Management  and Heal th  Educat ion,  implement ing the guidel ines  of  the 17th
Nat ional  Heal th  Conference,  to  g ive  consistency  to  the l i s tening we carr ied out
in  the var ious  regional  meet ings  in  the years  2023 and 2024 ( in  which we
forestry  for  other  tomorrows,  we delve  into  the terr i tor ies  and meet  their
people,  we learn from divers i t ies ,  we produce meet ings  in  the cerrado ' s  watery
eyes,  we learn to  teaching and car ing  for  SUS integrated terr i tor ies) .

     The Internat ional  Congress  has  the strategic  and intensive  funct ion of
strengthening us  to  qual i fy  intervent ion in  heal th  pol ic ies  and other  publ ic
pol ic ies ,  expanding and strengthening our  partnerships  in  Braz i l  and other
countr ies  (a lways  with  a  local - local  log ic ) ,  expanding our  capaci ty  of
disseminat ing  knowledge and ideas  to  enhance l i fe ,  heal th  and democracy  in
each terr i tory  and on the planet .



     Thus,  we const i tute  the meaning of  the image that  inv i tes  us  to  the
congress :  internat ional  networks  that  form an inc lus ive  g lobal izat ion,  in  which
local - local  connect ions  engender  rh izomes of  hor izontal  af fect ions  and
col laborat ions;  macela  (or  marce la ,  as  some prefer ,  or  chá de  Sexta-Fe i ra  Santa ,
as  others  prefer)  means a  cul tura l  connect ion ( intercul tura l  d ia logues in  each
terr i tory ,  wi thout  colonia l ism)  and with  the di f ferent  meanings  of  heal th.
Macela ,  a  Braz i l ian shrub that  occupies  the f ie lds  and blooms in  d i f ferent
per iods,  depending on the great  Braz i l ian c l imate d ivers i ty ,  wi l l  a lso  b loom in
Ju ly  2024,  wi th  a l l  i ts  therapeut ic  power,  at  the Federal  Univers i ty  of  Santa
Maria ,  to  consol idate  our  meet ings  and one more Internat ional  Congress  with
di f ferent  languages,  wi th  d i f ferent  colors ,  wi th  d i f ferent  l i fe-producing forces ,
with  d i f ferent  ideas.  But ,  above a l l ,  a  meet ing of  people  who l ike  people  and,
therefore,  care  for  people  and need to  be cared for  as  people  (our  t r ibute  to
the most  complex and intense synthesis  of  heal th  work,  which our  dear  Maria
Luiza  ins istent ly  repeats  Jaeger ,  every  t ime she is  encouraged to  ta lk  about
heal th  work) .  Santa  Maria  is  a  land that  remembers  ancestry ,  c iv i l i zat ional
tensions,  innovat ions  in  technica l  and higher  educat ion.  The Federal  Univers i ty
of  Santa  Maria  has  a  t radi t ion of  part ic ipat ing  in  movements  for  change in  the
tra in ing of  heal th  workers ,  of  implement ing heal th  res idencies ,  of  welcoming
students  and enabl ing  their  permanence ( the largest  s tudent  house in  Lat in
America  is  at  FUSM),  of  the univers i ty 's  soc ia l  commitment  to  democrat ic
freedom and has  excel lent  management  at  the Heal th  Sc iences  Center  ( isn ' t
that  r ight ,  dear  Maria  Denise,  our  pres ident  of  the Congress?😊😉 ) .

    The program,  as  in  prev ious  edi t ions,  wi l l  have conversat ion c i rc les ,
themat ic  tables ,  work  presentat ion c i rc les ,  exhibi t ions,  d isplays ,  the Paulo
Freire  tent ,  the S igns  that  come from the Street  tent ,  cu l tura l  intervent ions,
soirees,  Internat ional  Forums,  Res  Públ icas ,  meet ing points  and much more.
Congress ional  Committees  are  a lready in  fu l l  swing,  invent ing  act iv i t ies  and
meet ing devices .  Santa  Maria  is  a  univers i ty  c i ty ,  known as  the “heart  of  R io
Grande do Sul”  due to  i ts  geographica l  locat ion,  which occupies  an or ig inal ly
indigenous terr i tory ,  i t  wi l l  welcome us  with  a  temperature of  around 13ºC
(ranging from 9ºC to  19ºC) ,  which becomes very  comfortable  with  hugs  and
macela  tea.

     The congress  wi l l  have hybr id  act iv i t ies ,  inc luding for  the working c i rc les ,
but  the presence in  person wi l l  be  very  important .  That 's  why we inv i te  you to
register  and be with  us  dur ing the Congress  per iod.  I t  wi l l  be  a  network of
good meet ings ,  we are  sure of  that .

     We look forward to  welcoming you for  good conversat ions,  exchanges and a
very  specia l  welcome.


